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Date: 29.11.2025 Time: 22:55 hrs 

 

Subject: STEWARDS DECISION No. 6 Document No: 2.8 
 

 

From: The Stewards 
 

To: The Competitor HYUNDAI SHELL MOBIS WORLD RALLY TEAM of car No. 16 
 Crew ADRIEN FOURMAUX / ALEXANDRE CORIA 
 
 All Competitors / crew members 
 
 

 
PROTEST lodged by  
Competitor HYUNDAI SHELL MOBIS WORLD RALLY TEAM of car No. 16 (“Protester”) 
 
Against 
An alleged error, irregularity or breach of regulations during RALLY SAUDI ARABIA 2025 
 
Procedure: 
 

1. At 20:04hrs on Friday 28th November 2025, the Stewards received a protest by the 
Competitor HYUNDAI SHELL MOBIS WORLD RALLY TEAM of Car No. 16. The letter 
containing the protest was addressed to “Chair of the Stewards”. 
 

2. A cash deposit of €1000 was paid to the FIA WRC Stewards Secretary on Saturday 29th 
November 2025, at 08:35hrs by the Protester. 

 
3. The Protester’s letter stated “... we would like to ask the Stewards to consider the application 

of an Early Check-In penalty at TC14A on Car 16 …”    
 

4. The Concerned Parties were determined to be: 
a) Competitor HYUNDAI SHELL MOBIS WORLD RALLY TEAM of Car No. 16 
b) The Clerk of the Course and the concerned official. 

 
5. The Protester and Concerned Parties were summoned.   

 
6. All parties were heard together by the Stewards.  

 
7. None of the parties submitted further evidence nor initiated the hearing of additional persons 

or asked to conduct further investigations. 
 
On the Admissibility: 

 
8. The Stewards summoned and heard from the Competitor HYUNDAI SHELL MOBIS 

WORLD RALLY TEAM of Car No. 16 on Saturday 29th November 2025 at 11:45hrs.  
 

9. The admissibility hearing was conducted in the Stewards’ Room with all Stewards present. 
The hearing was also attended by: 

Ms. Yvonne Gilli FIA WRC Stewards Secretary 
Ms. Ida Tallam FIA – HPP Trainee 
 

10. The following persons were present at the hearing: 
On behalf of Competitor HYUNDAI SHELL MOBIS WORLD RALLY TEAM (Protester): 

Mr. Pablo Marcos Team Manager 
Mr. Andrew Wheatley Sporting Director 
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11. No objections were raised against the composition of the Stewards panel. No objections 
were raised against the attendance of the FIA – HPP Trainee. It was declared that the HPP 
Trainee was attending as an observer and had/has no active role in the Protest hearing & 
deliberations. 
 

12. The Stewards examined the admissibility of the protest as follows: 
 
12.1. The Protest was lodged with the Stewards in a timely manner, in accordance with Art. 

13.3.5 of the 2025 FIA International Sporting Code. 
 

12.2. The Protest was submitted by a single Competitor against an alleged error, 
irregularity, or breach of the regulations, as stipulated in Art. 13.2.1 of the 2025 FIA 
International Sporting Code. 

 
12.3. The Protest was accompanied by a deposit of €1000, as required by Art. 13.4.2 of the 

2025 FIA International Sporting Code, Art. 65.2 of the 2025 FIA WRC Sporting 
Regulations, and Art. 15.2 of the Event Supplementary Regulations. 

 
12.3.1. The Protest was submitted by a single Competitor against an alleged error, 

irregularity, or breach of the regulations, as stipulated in Art. 13.2.1 of the 
2025 FIA International Sporting Code. 

 
12.3.2. In accordance with Art. 65.2 of the 2025 FIA WRC Sporting Regulations, 

payment of the deposit can be in form of cash or via credit card. Due to 
limitation of operability of the credit card POS (Point of Sale) machine 
outside the EU, the deposit was thus requested in cash. 

12.3.3. The deposit was fully received in cash at 08:35hrs on Saturday 29th 
November 2025. 

 
13. The Stewards determined that the Protest was admissible and that all requirements 

of the Code had been satisfied. 
 

14. As the Rally was still in progress at the time of the hearing and the Concerned Parties were 
engaged in their respective obligations, the hearing was adjourned. 

 
The Hearing: 
 

15. The hearing reconvened on Saturday 29th November 2025 at 18:08hrs in the Stewards’ 
Room with all Stewards present. 
The hearing was also attended by: 

Ms. Yvonne Gilli FIA WRC Stewards Secretary 
Ms. Ida Tallam FIA – HPP Trainee 

 
16. The following persons were present at the hearing: 

On behalf of Competitor HYUNDAI SHELL MOBIS WORLD RALLY TEAM (“Protester”): 
Mr. Pablo Marcos Team Manager 
Mr. Andrew Wheatley Sporting Director 

 
On behalf of the Organisers: 

Engr. Samer Hijazi Clerk of the Course 
Ms. F.B.  Time-keeper appointed at TC14A 

 
17. No objections were raised against the composition of the Stewards panel. No objections 

were raised against the attendance of the FIA – HPP Trainee. It was declared that the HPP 
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Trainee was attending as an observer and had/has no active role in the Protest hearing & 
deliberations. 
 

18. At the hearing the parties were referred to the letter containing the Protest. 
  

19. The Stewards asked the Protester to explain the reasons and grounds for their Protest. 
 

20. The Protester’s representative presented the following synopsis: 
 

20.1. The crew of Car 16 completed the final stage of the day – SS14 and after changing 
a tyre started the drive back to the overnight service.  
  

20.2. During the liaison section they experienced a lot of traffic which resulted in a delay 
– the standing traffic created a lot of stress which was exaggerated by the high 
temperatures in the car.  

 
20.2.1. Mr. Wheatley argued that the Driver of Car No. 16 was under pressure as 

he was leading the Rally at that moment in time.  
 

20.3. At the same time the team was managing the retirement of Car 8 – Ott Tänak / 
Martin Järveoja. 

 
20.4. Prior to arrival, the crew received a message into the car which indicated the due 

check-in time as 17:48 and that, as the day before, (TC7A) Early Check In was 
permitted. 

 
20.4.1. The Stewards enquired on who sent the message to the crew. Mr. Pablo 

Marcos confirmed that he sent two messages to the crew: the first one 
was to instruct them about their check-in time at TC14A, and the second 
one was regarding the permission of the early check-in at that TC. He 
stated that the second text message was sent by mistake. 

20.4.2. The Stewards highlighted that the protest form indicated a reference to 
TC7A; and that was an incorrect reference. Early check-in was not 
permitted at TC7A (Technical Zone IN). As per Bulletin No. 4 and the 
Itinerary, early check-ins were permitted at TC 1A, 1C, 8A, 14C, 16A, 17A, 
17C. 

20.4.3. The Stewards noted that Car No. 16 checked in “on time” at TC7A. 
20.4.4. The Stewards visually checked all time cards to validate that they 

indicated early check-ins as prescribed in Bulletin No. 4.  
 

20.5. The crew arrived at the control on time and the Co-Driver Alex Coria spoke to the 
marshal to confirm that it was again early check-in, which was confirmed.    
 

20.5.1. The Stewards asked the Co-driver of Car No. 16 to explain the situation: 
Mr. Coria stated that he spoke with the marshal and sought confirmation 
regarding permission of early check-in at TC14A. The Co-Driver 
confirmed that the marshal provided such a confirmation. 

20.5.2. The Stewards then proceeded to ask to the Clerk of the Course and the 
Timekeeper appointed at TC14A to explain their recollection of the 
situation. Ms. F. B. explained her role at the TC. She also stated that within 
her remit she could not offer any advice or instruction apart from receiving 
and registering the Crew’s check-in time(s). Based on her recollection, 
she re-confirmed that she had not given such confirmation for early check-
in at the TC. She also indicated that she did not speak to the Crew, and 
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that she only registered the time when she received the time card from 
the Co-driver of Car No. 16. 

  
20.6. The marshal then pressed the button which registered the time which must have 

been at or very close to 17:48:00.  
 

20.6.1. The Competitor stated that the time card was submitted to the Time-
Keeper sometime between 17:47:50 and 17:47:55. 

 
21. The Protestor concluded by stating that they believed that the Crew, under considerable 

stress, acted on the instructions of the team, which was a simple case of human error, and 
they asked the Stewards to investigate if a 1-minute penalty was the best solution for that 
issue.  

 
After the hearing was closed by the Chair of the Panel of Stewards at 18:38 hrs, the Stewards 
took the following decision after due deliberation. 
 
Decision: 

 
22. The protest is admissible. 
 
23. The protest is rejected. 
 
24. The protest deposit fee is retained. 

 
Reasons:  
 

25. The Stewards analysed all the points discussed during the hearing: 
 

25.1. (regarding point 20.1): The Steward considered that a tyre change after a special 
stage is a standard issue that many crews may face in rally competitions. It is not a 
matter that can be considered as a mitigating circumstance. 
 

25.2. (regarding point 20.2): The Stewards considered that heavy traffic is a highly 
possible scenario in rally competitions. The Stewards reminded the Competitor that 
road penalties for lateness have been re-considered and waived. 

 
25.3. (regarding point 20.3): A Manufacturer team should be able to manage more than 

one (critical) situation at the same time. 
 

25.4. (regarding point 20.4): The message confirming early check-in permission was sent 
by the Team of Competitor No. 16 – albeit by mistake. 

 
25.5. Regarding point 20.5: The Stewards examined the statements provided by the Co-

Driver of Car No. 16 and the Timekeeper at TC14A. The 2025 FIA WRC Sporting 
Regaulations stipulate: 

- Article 44.2.7: "The target check-in time is the responsibility of the crews 
alone, who may consult the official clock on the control table. The marshals 
may not give them any information on this target check-in time." 

- Article 44.2.4: "The check-in time shall correspond to the exact moment at 
which one of the crew members hands the time card to the appropriate 
marshal." 

 
In light of these provisions, competitors, drivers and co-drivers must be aware that 
determining the target check-in time rests exclusively and solely with them. Marshals 
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are not obligated to provide such information, and accordingly, the crew should 
neither request nor rely on guidance from them. The first sentence of Article 44.2.7 
clearly establishes that the responsibility lies with the crew alone. 

 

The Marshals have the sole responsibility to “mark on the card the actual time at 
which the card was handed in, and nothing else” as stipulated in Art. 44.2.5 of the 
2025 FIA WRC Sporting Regulations. 

 
25.6. (regarding point 20.6): The timekeeper registered the check-in time when the Co-

driver handed the time card to her, as prescribed in Art 44.2.5 of the 2025 FIA WRC 
Sporting Regulations. 
 

26. The penalty applied by the Clerk of the Course is therefore correct and is directly applied 
as stipulated in Art 44.2.10 of the 2025 FIA WRC Sporting Regulations: 

“Any difference between the actual check-in time and the target check-in time shall 
be penalised as follows: 

a) For late arrival: 10 seconds per minute or fraction of a minute. 
b) For early arrival: 1 minute per minute or fraction of a minute.” 

 
27. The Stewards therefore concluded that the protest was unfounded and the protest fee was 

forfeited. 
 
Competitors are reminded of their right of appeal in accordance with Article 15 of the FIA International 
Sporting Code and Chapter 4 of the FIA Judicial and Disciplinary Rules, within the applicable time limits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazen Al-Hilli Edoardo Delleani Ahmad Jan 
The Stewards   

 
 
This decision was notified to the Competitor’s officially nominated representative as below: 
 

Name (in block letters): PABLO MARCOS Date: 29.11.2025 

Position within the team: TEAM MANAGER Time: 22:58 

 
Published on the Organiser’s Digital Notice Board on 29.11.2025 at 23:10 hrs. 


