
 

Boone Forest Rally, 7-9 August 2025 
STEWARD DECISION 4 

From: the Steward        Date: 8 August 2025 

To: The crew of Car 857       Time: 19:30  

The Steward, having received a report from the Clerk of the Course that Car 854 was in breech 
of RCR 5.8.1 for having refueled within their service area has considered and determined the 
following: 
Time : The infraction occurred during Service 1 of Leg 1.  

Facts: - Wanting to replace the in-tank fuel pump of car 857 the car’s service crew inquired of the 
Chief of Scrutineering the proper procedure to do this. 

- Prior to starting to work on the car, the Chief of Scrutineering informed the service 
crew that the proper procedure was as follows: drain all of the fuel from the tank, 
replace the pump, and then add just enough fuel to make it to the designated 
refueling area.  A fire extinguisher was to be out and ready during procedure. 
- The crew was also instructed to refrain from performing any other service on the 
car until the fuel system repair was completed. 
- The team proceded with this procedure under observation by the Chief Scrutineer. 

Rules: GCR 5.8.1 that states “Refueling of the crew’s vehicle is only permitted in the refuel zones 
designated along the rally route”.  The Service Area was not such a designated zone. 
 

Decision: No penalty applied. 
 

Reasons: 

• The crew acted in good faith in following the directions of the Chief Scrutineer and in so 
doing believed that they were in full compliance with the applicable rules. 

• The Chief Scrutineer does not consider the crew’s work to have been a refuel but rather 
a repair involving the need to remove fuel then put enough back to get to refuel. 

• In light of their shortened amount of time available to service the car after completion 
of the fuel pump replacement procedure, this action does not constitute a competitive 
advantage. 

• The special circusmstance of this rule breech was never anticipated by the rules. 

• The Steward believes the application of no penalty for this special circumstance is fair 
and appropriate. 

Competitors are reminded that they have the right to appeal certain decisions of the Stewards, in 

accordance with Article 9 of the ARA General Competition Rules. 

Mark A. Williams, Senior Steward  


