






On behalf of Stonehaven and District
Motor Club may we welcome you to the
Voyonic Grampian Forest Rally 2024.

We are delighted to welcome competitors
from the Scottish Rally Championship, the
British Rally Championship and the Stellantis
Cup, to our event and are sure that they will
enjoy a great day of sport in our forests.

O U R  S P O N S O R S

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E
V O Y O N I C  G R A M P I A N
F O R E S T  R A L L Y  2 0 2 4

We are indebted to our sponsors who
have generously contributed to enable
the event to take place. 

Without their enthusiasm and support for
local motorsport rallying in north east
Scotland would not survive.

T H E  R A L L Y

The forests of Fetteresso, Durris,
Drumtochty and the Correen Hills
provide the competitive route of 57
miles and the liaison route mileage is
very compact. 

The route is a mixture of roads which have
now gained reputation for quality and
enjoyment plus some old favourites.
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VOYONIC 
GRAMPIAN FOREST
Spectator Guide 

The rally is based at Banchory all weekend. On
Friday, the cars will be scrutineered and the
competitors sign on.

And on the Friday evening  we have the
Ceremonial Start, held in the King George V
Rally Zone (in the centre of Banchory), before
the competitors head off for the first two
special stages.

The Spectator Area is located at Cowie Bridge
in Fetteresso forest.

On Saturday there will be seven more special stages,
there are two Spectator Areas in the forests, in Durris
and Fetteresso.

The cars will return to the King George V Rally Zone in
Banchory three times, twice for Regroups and finally
for the Ceremonial Finish.

Friday 9th August

Scrutineering begins at  9.00 am at Milton of Crathes.

All competing cars have to be examined by MUK
Scrutineers to ensure that they comply with all safety
requirements, and for their eligibility to run in the class
they have requested, before they are allowed to start
the event.

Friday 9h August Ceremonial Start King
George v, Rally Zone, Banchory 4.30 pm

Come and see the cars and their crews at firsthand -,
there’s plenty of parking and refreshments and toilets
will be available at the venue.

You’ll be able to catch the expectations of the crews as
they are interviewed before starting the event.

And then, of course there’s the spectacular scene when
the cars are sent on their way in the centre of Banchory. 

First car will be away at 17.30 hrs.

Saturday 10th August

The competitors begin to return to the King George V
Rally Zone for the first time at around 11.00 am in the
morning for a regroup, they will return again in the
afternoon for another regroup before returning again for
the Ceremonial Finish.

The winners will be announced with the traditional
champagne spraying at around 17.30 hrs.

Spectator Areas

The Spectator Areas and car parks have been provided
by Forestry & Land Scotland for which we are very
grateful. The Car Parks will be manned by charity
volunteers proceeds go to charity,parking costs £10 per
car. Please use these car parks and give these people
your co-operation to make everyone’s day as enjoyable
as possible.

Friday 9th August
Cowie Bridge Spectator Area
SS2 Finglennie1    First car due 18.29 hrs

The Spectator Area is accessed from the Slug Road
(A957) at Hill of Three Stanes, follow the green arrows
through the forest for about 2.5 miles to the car park. 

From there it is a short walk to the viewing area (a longer
walk if you come late!), this is a forest environment so
sensible clothing and good walking shoes or boots are
essential for your personal safety. 

There will be a Catering Van and Toilets in the area for
your comfort and convenience.
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There will be a Catering Van and Toilets in the area for
your comfort and convenience.
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The rally is based at Banchory all weekend. On
Friday, the cars will be scrutineered and the
competitors sign on.

And on the Friday evening  we have the
Ceremonial Start, held in the King George V
Rally Zone (in the centre of Banchory), before
the competitors head off for the first two
special stages.

The Spectator Area is located at Cowie Bridge
in Fetteresso forest.

On Saturday there will be seven more special stages,
there are two Spectator Areas in the forests, in Durris
and Fetteresso.

The cars will return to the King George V Rally Zone in
Banchory three times, twice for Regroups and finally
for the Ceremonial Finish.

Friday 9th August

Scrutineering begins at  9.00 am at Milton of Crathes.

All competing cars have to be examined by MUK
Scrutineers to ensure that they comply with all safety
requirements, and for their eligibility to run in the class
they have requested, before they are allowed to start
the event.

Friday 9h August Ceremonial Start King
George v, Rally Zone, Banchory 4.30 pm

Come and see the cars and their crews at firsthand -,
there’s plenty of parking and refreshments and toilets
will be available at the venue.

You’ll be able to catch the expectations of the crews as
they are interviewed before starting the event.

And then, of course there’s the spectacular scene when
the cars are sent on their way in the centre of Banchory. 

First car will be away at 17.30 hrs.

Saturday 10th August

The competitors begin to return to the King George V
Rally Zone for the first time at around 11.00 am in the
morning for a regroup, they will return again in the
afternoon for another regroup before returning again for
the Ceremonial Finish.

The winners will be announced with the traditional
champagne spraying at around 17.30 hrs.

Spectator Areas

The Spectator Areas and car parks have been provided
by Forestry & Land Scotland for which we are very
grateful. The Car Parks will be manned by charity
volunteers proceeds go to charity,parking costs £10 per
car. Please use these car parks and give these people
your co-operation to make everyone’s day as enjoyable
as possible.

Friday 9th August
Cowie Bridge Spectator Area
SS2 Finglennie1    First car due 18.29 hrs

The Spectator Area is accessed from the Slug Road
(A957) at Hill of Three Stanes, follow the green arrows
through the forest for about 2.5 miles to the car park. 

From there it is a short walk to the viewing area (a longer
walk if you come late!), this is a forest environment so
sensible clothing and good walking shoes or boots are
essential for your personal safety. 

There will be a Catering Van and Toilets in the area for
your comfort and convenience.

Continued.../



VOYONIC 
GRAMPIAN FOREST

Spectator Guide 

The Forest District have put in a lot of effort to produce
an outstanding improvement to the viewing in this
area and have produced a high level area which gives
tremendous views northwards. 

Combined with clear felling in the area in recent years
the cars can be watched approaching the bridge for a
long way, down the hill and swinging around the
sweeping bends, brilliant!! 

The bank up to the viewing gallery is steep so good
footwear is essential to access the best bits.

Please note that the area South of the Cowie Bridge is
a scheduled monument and is therefore a prohibited
area. 

Standing in the burn by the bridge is also prohibited
for safety reasons (it has happened in the past!).

Saturday 10th August
Bruntyairds Wood Spectator Area
SS5 Durris 1   First car due 12:30 pm

The spectator area is in the middle of the stage and
the car park is in Bruntyairds Wood to the North of the
stage. 

t is accessed from the B979 Netherley Road, turn right
near the Lairhillock at a signpost to Durris, proceed
along the road for approx 2.5 miles and then turn left
and then right after about 150 m.
The forest entrance is just under a mile along this road
on the left. 

There will be green ‘Spectator’ arrows to assist you. It is
about half a mile from the car park to the viewing area
(further if you arrive late!) so be prepared to walk and
wear appropriate clothing and shoes.

There will be a Catering Van and Toilets available for
your comfort and convenience.

The cars will approach from the North West and then
power away down the road, there is good viewing from
high ground beside the track, please stay behind the
tapes and do not walk on the track.

There are no spectating points beyond the zoned area
in either direction so please stay within the designated
spectator viewing area.

Cowie Bridge Spectator Area
SS8 Finglrnnie 3  First car due 16.00 hrs

A second opportunity to see the cars at this
spectacular viewing point.
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VOYONIC 
GRAMPIAN FOREST
Rally Zone Fri 9th & Sat 10th Aug 2024
Banchory’s King George V Park and Pavilion
plays host to the Voyonic Grampian Forest Rally
Zone, an opportunity where you can get up
close to the cars and meet the crews. 

The teams will make three visits to the Rally
Zone; the ceremonial start, a mid-rally regroup
and for the ceremonial finish where we will
crown our rally winners. 

Featuring car displays, including Ford world
rally supremo, Malcolm Wilson’s Michelin Pilot
Ford Escort RS Cosworth, and much more. 

The Rally zone will also include food, drink and a
live results screen. 

Don’t miss your chance to get close to the best
rally teams in the UK as they battle for victory in
the Probite British Rally Championship, the Asset
Alliance Group Scottish Rally Championship and
the Stellantis Motorsport Rally Cup IRE & UK.  

The Rally Zone is free to attend. 

Ceremonial Start & Autograph Signing: 
4 pm to 7:30 pm Fri 9th Aug 2024

Regroups:
11 am to 4 pm Sat 10th Aug 2024

Celebration Finish:
5 pm to 6 pm Sat 10th Aug 2024
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The events field at Milton of Crathes, near Banchory, is
again the location for our rally headquarters and central
servicing.

All communication will be done digitally but there will be
a Rally Hub where event officials and competitor liaison
officers will be available to help during the event.

We are delighted, once again, to have a large LED screen
will also be set up at the service park to display the SRC
(Scottish Rally Championship) live stream to all crews.

The BRC (British Rally Championship) and Stellantis
teams will also be joining us this year.  They will have on
show the very latest in rally technology in the form of
various classes of vehicles that compete all over the UK.

Please be aware of moving vehicles at all times, keep
yourself safe by following the marshals and officials’
instructions.
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THE STAGES ARE LOOKING GREAT!
Thanks go to FLS for all their efforts in getting the forests in such a brilliant

condition. Some of you will have heard that we are running 2 stages on the Friday
evening starting away from Banchory around 5pm and then a further 7 stages on
the Saturday including 2 brand new stages in the morning – more information in
this programme. Everything is now in place so here's to thoroughly enjoyable and

safe event for everyone.

Everyone here at SDMC are looking
forward to welcoming back
competitors old and new to our
annual visit to the fast flowing,
smooth stages of the Grampian
forests. 

Names such as Correen Hills, Fetteresso,
Drumtochty and Durris should conjure up a
mix of history, speed and pure enjoyment
of rallying fantastic cars through these
long-standing forests. How many miles
does the rally cover? Well just across a
staggering 57 miles!

Once again Voyonic have agreed again to
be our fantastic title sponsor and we give
a huge thanks too for all their support this
year.

We also have a huge amount of stage
sponsors - without them we wouldn’t
have such a fantastic event.
 
Returning for 2024 are the SRC
Championship, British Rally
Championship plus Stellantis - every
competitor apparently loved coming up
to our glorious Aberdeenshire!

We are also joined by competitors from
the manufacturer’s Stellantis Motorsport
Rally Cup IRE & UK. A huge welcome to
everyone. 

Together with our local crews we should
have a very exciting 2 days of
motorsport.

A very warm welcome to the 
Voyonic Grampian Forest Rally 2024. 

We have a huge number of volunteers
all working towards not just an
exciting and competitive rally but
most importantly a safe rally. 
You’ll find details in this programme of the
spectator areas, please use this location as
it is the safest with great views of the action,
nearby parking and our First Aid.

As you approach these locations you
will see various notices and see some
of the volunteer marshals as well.
Please pay attention to the notices and
listen to the marshals requests as they
are there to guide everyone and help
to ensure our safety.

Graham Provest
Enjoy!
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In conjunction with red and white tape, you will
probably see Warning Notice B. This notice
highlights areas of particular danger on a special
stage, for instance where a car is likely to go off or
where cars have gone off at previous events.
These areas defined by red and white tape
should not be entered by anyone.

SAFETY FIRST

You will encounter the Safety Code notice in
many places. 

It is used to remind everyone about the key
behaviours to keep everyone safe whilst
spectating.

If you are approaching the event from any
location, you should come across Warning
Notice A to remind you of the specific risks. This
will be at any entrance to the event or part of
the event, you should remain alert after
passing this notice.

Then finally, when you are in an area designated
as a spectator area, an area will be marked with
yellow and black tape defining the safest area to
stand and Warning Notice D is used to advise
that this boundary is not to be crossed as it is the
limit of spectator access.

As you approach the stage on a path or road
and either on foot or in a vehicle you should
also encounter Warning Notice C. This notice
carries the same warning as notice A with the
addition of the warning that the stage is being
approached. You should remain alert after
passing this notice.
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In the run up to the
first competition...

Expect the unexpected, be able to
move quickly, stay standing, don’t

sit or lie down whilst cars are
competing.

Stand well back and use the high
ground, you get a better view and
it is safer if a car does lose control

 Leave the drone at home
Respect the marshals, they are

there to help ensure your safety

Don’t walk on the stage until the
sweeper car has passed

And finally
Never risk your own safety!

Safety Measures
You will see a Safety Car convoy
traversing the stages. Each vehicle crew
has a specific function but the key factor
is that they are all ensuring the stage is
safe to run. 

Please listen to any requests made by the Safety
Car crews or marshals as this will help ensure the
running of the stage. If all the safety cars are not
satisfied the stage is safe to run then it will not run.
Don’t be that person!

Please don’t move position after the safety cars
have come through and if there is a gap in the
competing cars then an intermediate car will come
through the stage within 20 minutes. This car
indicates that there are more rally cars to come, so
please don’t start to leave or move location if there
is a gap in the running. 

You will know when it is safe to move as their will be
a sweeper car after the last of the competing cars.
Only after that should you move or access the road
the stage was running on.

Huge thanks to our officials, marshals, radio
comms, emergency and recovery services, local
people to the area who put up with us.

And of course the competitors without each of
these people playing their part the event would just
not happen - I am extremely grateful for all the
support. 

Have a safe and fun day everyone!

Graham
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The Voyonic Grampian Forest Rally marks the switch back toThe Voyonic Grampian Forest Rally marks the switch back to
gravel for the Probite British Rally Championship and a welcomegravel for the Probite British Rally Championship and a welcome

return to the super-fast and flowing stages in Aberdeenshire.return to the super-fast and flowing stages in Aberdeenshire.  

Last on the BRC roster in 2022, the popular Scottish
event is a welcome addition to the calendar this
season, which will arguably mark an important event in
the fight for the coveted British title.

With three rounds complete in a hugely re-invigorated
season, it’s 2021 Junior BRC champion and 2023
Junior World Rally Champion William Creighton who
heads the leaderboard.

Creighton and co-driver Liam Regan have enjoyed an
impressive BRC form in their debut season in Rally2
machinery, taking three second-place results so far
this season. 

The M-Sport Ford Rally Team crew are dovetailing a
WRC2 campaign and head to Scotland in their Ford
Fiesta Rally2 fresh from a fifth place in Latvia and may
well be looking at a maiden BRC win.

A further sign of the BRC bringing the big guns in 2024,
is that 2019 European championship Chris Ingram lies
second, starting his season off in fine style with a
North West Stages win. 

A shift to a Toyota GR Yaris Rally2 may need some
getting used to but don’t underestimate the pace of
Ingram and Alex Kihurani in the forests. A recent non-
championship win on the Nicky Grist Stages is a sign of
their intent.

A dismal start to the year for four-time BRC champion
Keith Cronin was almost forgotten at the Jim Clark
with a win in his Fiesta Rally2 and Mike Galvin
alongside. 

Lying third, the Irishman has a busy year behind the
wheel and seat time can only be a good thing heading
to Banchory. He is also a former winner of the
Grampian, beating Osian Pryce in a ding-dong battle in
2022.

CLASH OF THE TITANS:
BRC HEADS BACK TO THE
GRAMPIAN 
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impressive BRC form in their debut season in Rally2
machinery, taking three second-place results so far
this season. 

The M-Sport Ford Rally Team crew are dovetailing a
WRC2 campaign and head to Scotland in their Ford
Fiesta Rally2 fresh from a fifth place in Latvia and may
well be looking at a maiden BRC win.

A further sign of the BRC bringing the big guns in 2024,
is that 2019 European championship Chris Ingram lies
second, starting his season off in fine style with a
North West Stages win. 

A shift to a Toyota GR Yaris Rally2 may need some
getting used to but don’t underestimate the pace of
Ingram and Alex Kihurani in the forests. A recent non-
championship win on the Nicky Grist Stages is a sign of
their intent.

A dismal start to the year for four-time BRC champion
Keith Cronin was almost forgotten at the Jim Clark
with a win in his Fiesta Rally2 and Mike Galvin
alongside. 

Lying third, the Irishman has a busy year behind the
wheel and seat time can only be a good thing heading
to Banchory. He is also a former winner of the
Grampian, beating Osian Pryce in a ding-dong battle in
2022.
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Speaking of Pryce…Osian made a surprise return to

the BRC after securing the title in 2022. A win at the

Severn Valley Stages shows he’s lost none of his

prowess, and the Welshman has been on the pace of

the front-runners all season so far, just missing a little

luck. This year, he has long-time friend Rhrodi Evans

in the co-driver’s seat.

But the BRC1 category is awash with talent and

picking a winner is no foregone conclusion. James

Williams [Hyundai i20 N], Meirion Evans [Yaris] and

Garry Pearson [Fiesta] would well challenge out front.

Max McRae [Fiesta]  will also be eager to score well on

home soil and plenty of points are at stake.

Further down the field, keep an eye out for the Junior

BRC crews who will also have their sights set high in

Banchory. Many of the rapid youngsters are also

chasing the Stellantis Motorsport Rally Cup honours,

and home-grown hero Robert Proudlock enjoyed

victory on gravel in April so is likely to feel well at

home this time around.

Look out for a myriad of BRC contenders in the later

event too, with the Open and National Title crews

fighting it out, including the likes of John Rintoul

[Citroen C3]. John Morrison [Fiesta R5], William Mains

[Nova] and Nick Heard [Ginetta G40].

You can catch up with all the BRC action, broadcast

on ITV4, ITV4+1 and ITVX shortly after the event.

Check out our social media feeds for exact timings. 

Keep tabs on all the latest BRC developments & send

us your BRC FanCam footage by visiting

www.britishrallychampionship.co.uk or by following

us on social media: Facebook, Instagram, TikTok,

YouTube and Twitter using #BRCRally.
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People think, and of course history will
record, that Jim McRae put Scottish
rallying on the international map. 

It was through Lanarkshire CC that Jim met Allan
Arneil a car dealer in the family business in Hamilton
and from whom he acquired his first rally car, Allan’s
Ford Corina Mk1 with a Lotus Twin Cam engine. 

And so Margaret was resigned to a life, not in the fast
lane, but in the support lane in service vans and chase
cars following and supporting ‘her men’, first with Jim
and then with Colin and Alister and now there’s a
grandson to worry about! 

However, Jim’s rapid rise through the rallying ranks
did allow Margaret to relax a bit more as with a
professional team around him, there was less to worry
about. 

That was to come, as Jim’s rallying career took off on
the 1974 Arbroath Stages Rally where he finished just
outside the top ten in 11th place on his first event. That
was followed by a sixth placed finish on the Border
Counties Rally but already, Jim had realised the
limitations of the converted 1200cc four door Cortina. 

The car was sold, a 160cc Ford Escort purchased, and
the rest is history. 

In that first season with the Escort he scored three
first places in the Challengers category for
newcomers in the national Shell Scottish Rally
Championship series and one second place earning
him his first national title of Scottish Challenger
Champion. 

That’s true, up to a point. And yet, the real spark which led to
the numerous Scottish and British Rally Championship titles
plus an FIA World Rally Championship and an Asia-Pacific
Championship title was not totally down to Jim, Colin and
Alister. 

It was Margaret McRae. 

Way back in the early 1970s, Jim McRae’s weekend release
from work was scrambles, or moto cross as it is better
known these days. When Margaret met Jim he was already a
successful racer and past master of falling down, getting up
and back on the bike to race first across the line. And
Margaret was there, sandwiches and flask at the ready –
along with the First Aid box. 

Fortunately, Jim was pretty good at this scrambling lark and
didn’t often require any of the contents of the First Aid box
but Margaret on the sidelines witnessed only too clearly
what happened to the less talented riders during the races
behind the leaders. 

With this in mind, and Jim now with increased
responsibilities employing staff in his plumbing and heating
business, it was Margaret who suggested that Jim should
perhaps take up something less risky. Golf or tennis might
have been her preferred choices, but even something on
four wheels would be less risky, like rallying - surely? 

There were quite a few racers in South Lanarkshire at the
time, like John Cleland, Kenny Allen and Norrie Galbraith but
rallying seemed to be the more popular option with a strong
club following in both Lanarkshire and Coltness Car Clubs. 
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In that first season with the Escort he scored three first
places in the Challengers category for newcomers in the
national Shell Scottish Rally Championship series and one
second place earning him his first national title of Scottish
Challenger Champion. 

The following year, the already astute businessman took a
look around him and saw that all the top drivers were in Ford
Escorts, so he bought a Group 1 Vauxhall Magnum from the
large SMT dealership just to be different. 

It worked. His growing success and the different car
attracted attention which led to some sponsorship support
from SMT and by 1976 he was ‘earning’ expenses driving a
full ‘works’ car. From the Magnum he progressed to a Group
4 Vauxhall Chevette and started winning rallies outright
including his first International event win in Ireland.

By the end of the 1970s, Jim McRae was a ‘works’ driver with
Dealer Team Vauxhall, but in 1981 he switched to the Dealer
Opel Team. Oddly enough, he was a near neighbour of a
certain Bill Cleland at Symington and who had an Opel
dealership in Peebles. Bill was not only an RAC MSA
Scrutineer, he was on the Dealer Opel Team motor sports
committee and played a part in getting Jim to sign for the
new rally team. 

By this time, Jim was virtually a full time professional
rally driver and had to hire a manager to run the
plumbing and heating business and where Colin
was first appointed as an apprentice plumber! Both
Colin and Alister were already competing in Junior
motocross and trials, then autotests, followed by
rallying, which meant that Margaret was once again
embroiled in a task borne with great fortitude,
enthusiasm and pride. 

And here is Jim once again, fifty years on, still
competing, still approachable and still entertaining
the crowds. In the intervening half century Jim has
driven just about every type of rally car, FWD, RWD
and 4WD, supercharged, turbo and non turbo, flat
fours to V8s and from all the famous marques, Ford,
Vauxhall, Opel, MG, Porsche, Audi, Subaru,
Mitsubishi, Toyota, Hyundai, BMW and goodness
knows how many more. 

Yup, Jim helped put Scottish rallying on the world
map, but who helped Jim every step of the way? 

John Fife is a retired motor sports journalist who is now writing the
history of the Scottish Rally Championship, the first book ‘The

Scottish Rally Championship 1980-1989’ is out now and the next one
covering the 1990s is on its way. 

www.fife-motor-sports-agency.square.site
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GODSMANohnJ
It is with a deeply sad heart that I
have to inform of the sudden
passing of one of the most
cherished members of SDMC,
Johnny Godsman. 

A member who joined circa 1976 John was a keen
competitor and navigator and quickly became
one of the key members on the club committee.
Even back then John’s cando attitude, linked to his
great list of useful contacts, was a huge asset to
the club. Previous to SDMC the local stock car club
and Kinneff Young Farmers provided the perfect
apprenticeship. 

Partnered with school pal Doug McBain in his
Escort Sport and RS2000 he was successful as a
non-expert navigator. John’s career in the oil
industry was progressing at this time and so
competing had to take a back seat (John will see
a joke in there…) but he was always around when
available. 

His climb to success in the oil was apparent in his
participation in autotests and PCT’s when his new
XR2 was replaced by an XR3i. Then a company SRi.

New events were always supported, if not enabled,
by John. A key player in SDMC’s return to autocross
events in the late 70’s and facilitator for work and
equipment needed in the late 80’s at the Durris
hillclimb track. 

The quality of the Dowell Schlumberger paint
provided for road and post marking was such that
it is still there to this day. 

Social events were always made better by John’s
involvement and participation.

 I can still hear his rendition of the Brotherhood of
Man’s song “Figaro” which was played by “The
Deesiders” at one of the annual dinners dances -
badly it must be said - so badly it was just
hilarious!

It was so bad and so funny we had a vote to try and
get them back again the next year… But I still hear
John singing… “Oh, oh, Figaro, he’s got magico, oh….”! 

John came past to see me only a few days ago and
we ended up reminiscing as we stood in my shed
next to the Imp he’d co-driven several stage rallies. 

I told him that we should be entering for the
Snowman as it will be 40 years since we competed
there (1984) in that car and had the best day ever. 

I always had the plan to resurrect it to do that event
with John as some anniversary but the 25th, the 30th
and the 35th all went by. 

It will still happen, some day. 

It was also 40 years ago that I convinced John to join

me in swinging fireballs at New Year in Stonehaven.

We made the BBC news! 
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Man’s song “Figaro” which was played by “The
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get them back again the next year… But I still hear
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John came past to see me only a few days ago and
we ended up reminiscing as we stood in my shed
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Snowman as it will be 40 years since we competed
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with John as some anniversary but the 25th, the 30th
and the 35th all went by. 

It will still happen, some day. 

It was also 40 years ago that I convinced John to join

me in swinging fireballs at New Year in Stonehaven.

We made the BBC news! 
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After that, John’s career then saw him away
from the town, in all corners of the globe, so his
motorsport reduced to a quick catch-up on
return visits and a copy of “Romer” when it was
in print. 

It was only when he finally “retired” from
employment I managed to persuade him back
to help with the Grampian Forest Rally –
something I think he wasn’t entirely sure about,
but which soon saw him back in true character.

Everyone who has now been involved with the
GFR will know how much John has added to the
success and pleasure in running the event. 

It is impossible to sum up John Godsman in a
few short words. He was a friend to everyone, a
gifted comic, a source of knowledge and
experience, someone who knew how to get the
best out of people. A true one off. 

He never seemed to stop, always kept going –
whether that was with the task in hand, his
cycling, his 10k running or his voluntary work
with the Portlethen community ambulance or
the Stonehaven Open Air Pool. He was always
stepping in to help. 

Last Wednesday John was, true to form,
helping others when a freak accident occurred
and he was seriously hurt. Despite all efforts he
later succumbed to his injuries. 

We will all miss him, his positivity and his
humour. Perhaps this should have been written
in Doric verse as he would have done himself. 

Sorry John. But we can all hear you saying the
next line… “Richt boys! Fits next…?!” 

Andrew Ritchie

FAREWELL TO JOHN GODSMAN

Switch aff his toys, lay past the key’s
For Johnnie will nae mare drive them, in the breeze

Lay past his tools, put away his jack
For sortin things, Johnnie will nae mare mack

Mine as his capers n fun at S.D.M.C
For mare lach’s fae Johnnie, we will niver see

Lock the container, tack a post tally
For Johnnie will nae mare help, the Grampian Rally

Lay past hi helmet n gear for car zero
For Johnnie will nae mare be, Blackie’s hero

Cheerio to Sheila and Hilary n ahh
For Johnnies gone, but he will niver be awa

Farewell to John Godsman a trusty freen
An absolute topper you sure have been

Brian Black (Blackie) 24th December 2023
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Stellantis Motorsport
Cup - eager to get onto
the gravel

The 2024 Stellantis Motorsport Rally
Cup IRE & UK is a manufacturer-
supported series designed to offer
top-drawer competition and a career
pathway for young aspiring drivers
in Ireland and the UK.

With a prize fund unrivalled in domestic motorsport for well over a
decade, the Stellantis Motorsport Rally Cup will see crews in the
Peugeot 208 Rally4 or Opel Corsa Rally4 battle it out for €75,000 and
a supported drive in the 2025 FIA Junior European Rally
Championship [Junior ERC].

The Cup follows the Irish Tarmac Rally Championship and Probite
British Rally Championship, tackling four rounds of each series on
both gravel and asphalt surfaces.

The calendar has been constructed to offer the most challenging
events on both sides of the Irish Sea, ensuring the greatest
competition for all contenders and preparation for the future for
career-minded youngsters.

Open to all ages, the Cup offers €6,000 of prize money in each round,
with €3,000 going to the highest-placed competitor in every event.
Second place receives €1,750, third €750, fourth €500 and fifth
receives one Michelin Motorsport tyre from distributors Protyre
Motorsport Ireland.

With such an amazing prize package on offer, 12 of Ireland and the
UK’s finest drivers signed up for the series and waded into battle on
the Clonakilty-based West Cork Rally for round one.

Reigning Probite British Rally Championship vice-champion, Kyle
McBride drew first blood in their Peugeot to hold a slender
advantage over Cian Caldwell at the end of Friday’s first leg.

However, it would all go wrong for the 20-year-old on Saturday as he touched
a bank and burst the water pipe on his Peugeot. With any further progress
risking damage to the engine, McBride sensibly elected to retire. 

McBride’s demise opened the door for Cian Caldwell who battled with Ioan
Lloyd for the top spot, but it would be the Welshman who recorded an
important opening-round victory. Caldwell bagged second with Michael
Fitzgibbon claiming the final podium place on a hard-fought event.

Round two headed to the world-class Welsh gravel of the Severn Valley
Stages, offering iconic tests such as Myherin and Hafren to test the
contender's mettle to the limit. And it would be Lloyd who was back on top
over the opening loop, with three stage wins from four across the morning.

But, agonisingly, Lloyd’s hard work would be undone on the first stage out of
service as he spun his 208 Rally4 and was stuck fast. That left the door open
for gravel-ace Robert Proudlock to take control and scoop an all-important
round two win after his non-finish in West Cork.

Behind the smiling Scotsman, a storm was brewing between two rapid
Irishmen, Kyle McBride and Keelan Grogan, as they both threw everything at
trying to beat the other for what eventually became second place.

Less than one second split the pair after three of the rally’s seven stages, but
a strong run over the last stage assured McBride of second spot.
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Eager to get 
onto the gravel
Back to the asphalt and the Rally of the Lakes for round three and yet again it was Lloyd
who was in the mix from the get-go.

The Welsh pairing battled all rally long with Grogan and Caldwell for the Cup lead,
eventually grabbing the top spot for good on the first of Sunday’s stages to take the all-
important win by just over 26 seconds from Grogan. 

It would be Kyle McBride who took the final podium spot, albeit over a minute down on
the leader.

The iconic Donegal International Rally would provide a tough challenge for each one of
the contenders. Kyle McBride secured his first victory of the season, battling with
Keelan Grogan throughout the arduous three-day event, but would grab the lead once
and for all on the final day to spray the champagne.

Despite his best efforts, Grogan couldn’t match McBride’s final day pace but enjoyed an
impressive run to second and importantly, giving him and co-driver Ayrton Sherlock
the Cup lead heading back onto the gravel and to the Grampian Forest Rally in August.

But there is just one point between Grogan and Mcbride, with Lloyd just eight points
back and with dropped scores yet to take effect, the coveted title is still wide open.

Find out more about the Cup at: www.stellantismotorsportcup.com
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“One of the crews
to keep an eye out
for on the Voyonic
Grampian Forest
Rally is the MG3
pairing of Thomas
Milne & Neil
Jeffrey.”

The Daviot based pilot was a standout in the Junior 1000
Ecosse Challenge onboard his Nissan Micra, regularly
taking the fight to the more powerful cars with Neil ever-
present in the navigator’s seat.

Mid-way through 2023 Thomas and the two other Junior graduates
took part in a shoot-out to be awarded a fully funded drive on an SRC
event in an Autoshop MG3 Challenge spec car in 2024, Thomas being
announced as the winner at the SRC end of year awards.

The initiative is a collaborative effort between the SRC funding the hire
of the car, the Junior 1000 Ecosse Challenge, PHG Safety Services Ltd
who are providing the entry fee and Triple M Rally who will run the car
on the event.

2024 has seen Thomas become a member of the MSUK Academy and
he and Neil have become regular podium finishers in the Autoshop
MG3 Challenge, taking multiple stage wins against more experienced
competitors. He also managed 2nd in the Moates Offshore Juniors
category on the recent RSAC Scottish Rally.
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The Asset Alliance Group Scottish
Rally Championship is gearing up for
Round 5 of the 7 event series.

Over the first half of the season – 2
gravel and 2 closed road rallies - the
VW Polo R5 has been the car to beat,
taking victory on all 4 events and
closing out the podium on both gravel
rounds.

With two maximum scores over the sealed surfaces and
podiums on the other two events, 3 times Scottish
champion Euan Thorburn (Duns) currently tops the
drivers’ standings. 

With two maximum scores over the sealed surfaces and podiums on the other two events, 3 times Scottish
champion Euan Thorburn (Duns) currently tops the drivers’ standings. 

Euan’s regular co-driver Paul Beaton (Inverness) also leads the way sitting alongside Euan on the tarmac
events and Finlay Retson (Blairgowrie) on the gravel events. With Paul’s brother Keir currently lying 2nd co-
driver, expect the friendly family rivalry and wind-ups to continue apce.

Although not quite yet on their pace from last season, Mark McCulloch (Dumfries) and Michael Hendry
(Aberlour) nevertheless hold 2nd and 3rd overall in their unique Proton Satria Evo.

A 3rd place on the Jim Clark Reivers has been their best result to date But with some tweaks to his driving style,
Mark is looking to close the gap to the leading Rally2 and R5 cars.

Currently 3rd and 4th Ian Forgan (Lundin Links) and 2023 Champion Chris Lees (Glasgow) are another crew
building their pace, racking up solid scores on all rounds so far and with a switch to last year’s Championship
winning Fiesta Rally2 they will be looking to push on.

4th overall drive, 6 times Scottish Champion David Bogie (Dumfries), has been victorious on the two gravel
events, his recent victory on the RSAC Scottish Rally a record-extending 8th on his local event.

David is not competing on the Grampian but 5th placed driver Finlay Retson will be there and has impressed
with his speed and reliability thus far in 2024 to register 3 top 4 finishes.
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Currently 3rd and 4th Ian Forgan (Lundin Links) and 2023 Champion Chris Lees (Glasgow) are another crew
building their pace, racking up solid scores on all rounds so far and with a switch to last year’s Championship
winning Fiesta Rally2 they will be looking to push on.

4th overall drive, 6 times Scottish Champion David Bogie (Dumfries), has been victorious on the two gravel
events, his recent victory on the RSAC Scottish Rally a record-extending 8th on his local event.

David is not competing on the Grampian but 5th placed driver Finlay Retson will be there and has impressed
with his speed and reliability thus far in 2024 to register 3 top 4 finishes.
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Outwith the current top 5 contenders there are a whole host of teams capable of fighting for podium places but
who have suffered bad luck or misfortune so far. These include:

John Wink (Huntly) who, after retirement on round one, has shown great pace and consistency in his striking
Hyundai i20 R5 to lie in 6th place overall. He will have regular co-driver Neil Shanks (Elgin) alongside once again.

The equally striking Skoda Fabia of Hugh Brunton (Arbroath) has been dogged with reliability issues, but the
pace is certainly there. Hugh has Terry Mallin (Bothwell) alongside for this event.

Scott Beattie (Alford) goes into his home event after an excellent and morale-boosting 4th overall in his Fiesta
R5 last time out.Regular co-driver Peredur Davies makes the long trip north from Pwllheli in Wales.

As well as 16 classes covering all
level of car modification and engine
size including historic cars there are
several high profile sponsored
categories:

Albyn Garage Challengers. Currently being led by the Mitsubishi Evo 7 of Johnnie Mackay (Newburgh) and
Rachel Matheson (Beauly) whose pace this year also sees them in 6th and 7th in their respective overall
championships.

G&M Mechanical Services 2 Wheel Drive. Paddy Munro (Kyle) and Andrew Stevenson (Grantown) head up 5 Mk2
Escorts at the top of the standings and also lie 2nd in the Challengers category.

Groundwater Lift Trucks Subaru Cup. Preston’s Rob Cotton and co-driver Ethan Kidd (Morecambe) have belied
their lack of experience of multi-venue stage rallies to take 3 consecutive maximum points scores.

Haddo Energy Super Seniors. Gordon Murray’s pace across the season has been quick enough to sit 3rd in the 2
wheel drive standings and deliver four maximum scores in the category for drivers over 65.

Moates Offshore Junior. There are three Junior drivers on the entry list, with the Fiesta R2 of current leader
Meghan O’Kane (Kyle) joined by the Renault Clio RT3 of Justin Gunning (Lanark) and the MG3 of local driver
Thomas Milne who contests the event as the winner of the MG3 prize from the 2023 Scottish Rally Championship.

Check out scottishrallychampionship.co.uk for more details and the SRC Facebook page and YouTube page at
www.youtube.com/scottishrallytv on the day for updates and live coverage.
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ABOUT

LOCK HORSBURGH

“There’s a well known face
missing from this year’s
Grampian Forest Rally, - that
of Lock Horsburgh. 

Lock had been a Stage
Commander on the event
since it started, but passed
away suddenly last October
just a couple of weeks after
he had been marshalling on
the Mull Rally.”

Lock was founder member of Glenrothes Motor
Sport Club as well as a Marshal, a Stage
Commander, a qualified Radio crew volunteer,
and event organiser, as well as club committee
member. He was a long serving and valued
member of the Scottish Association of Motor
Sport Clubs (SAMSC) committee and latterly sat
on the Motor Sport UK Regional Committee. 

His contribution to the sport is immense.

Many  competitors may not be familiar
with Lock’s name, but he was a
cornerstone of this and many other events
throughout Scotland, and was well known
and respected among those who organise
and run clubs and events throughout the
country.

As secretary to the SAMSC he was also able to
bring other skills to the role. He founded his own
Lomond IT Services Ltd company almost twenty
years ago which offered a bespoke software
development service. As such, he was well
placed to design and maintain the SAMSC
website, - no mean feat for such a disparate
and diverse organisation.

Interested in motor support from an early age he
got involved in the road rally and navigational
rally scene in the 1970s both as navigator and
driver. 

In 1981 he registered in the Scottish Rally
Championship as a co-driver while continuing
his own interest as a driver first with a Mini and
then a 1300cc Vauxhall Nova. 

Even when he stopped competing as a driver he
continued as a co-driver both on navigational
and special stage events.

His competition appearances started to dwindle
in the early 2000s but he found time to introduce
his son Craig to navigational rallying, and he
was very proud of the trophies they won
together.

But his marshalling and organisational duties
assumed an ever more time consuming role,
particularly the role of Chief Marshall for
numerous events, not just for his club but many
others. Assuming responsibility for sourcing and
managing dozens of volunteers for an event is
no easy task, often likened to herding sheep.

Lock was more than a Marshall, he was an
instructor, advisor and a source of information
and help to newcomers to the dark arts of
marshalling. 

That’s because he was only too well aware of
motor sport’s ongoing need to introduce new
folk to a sport which is entirely dependent on
volunteer helpers. 
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He was also an opinionated debater and
engaging conversationalist although it has to be
said, sometimes too engaging! 

A simple chat or telephone call could often
develop into a full blown debate, exchange of
ideas, suggestions, solutions and often additional
topics which had little to do with the original
reason for the discussion.

So as you enjoy this Grampian Forrest Rally,
be on your best behaviour, as one of our most
respected event officials will be looking down
from above, to watch on proceedings.”

Ian McRae 
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Want to get involved with marshaling
this great event or others in the future?

Rally events like this one can't run without the
amazing team of volunteers

To get involved contact:
marshal@sdmc.co.uk

Marshal Training

Milton of Crathes
Thursday 8 August
5.30 pm
Snack & drinks
Dedicated position for the rally
on 9 & 10 August

Benefits of Marshaling

Whilst out volunteering on this
wonderful rally, you will experience
some benefits including good
viewing of the action. 

You will be covered by the event’s
insurance plus you will also receive
a £20 Tesco voucher.
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operating out of the
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quality of service to our
customers, offering very
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Contact us
Mobile No: 
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Email:
williammurray50
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